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FACULTY NEWS 
DEPARTMENT OF SURGERY 
Dr. George R. Fowler 
The work in surgery of the Veterinary 
Division of Iowa State College, for many 
years following the founding of the divis-
ion, was performed by various members 
of the staff. Dr. J. H. McNeil entered the 
institution in 1900 and was made Dean of 
the Division in 1903, which position he 
held until 1908. He was the first member 
of the staff to carry the title, Professor 
of Surgery, assigned to him in 1906. In 
1908, he left Iowa State to become Pro-
fessor of Veterinary Surgery at Ohio 
State University. After a few years he 
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left this position to manage a large cattle 
ranch in Brazil. Later he returned to the 
United States and became State Veter-
inarian of New Jersey and remained there 
until his death in 1936. Dr. McNeil left 
a profound impression upon the clinical 
work at Iowa State College. 
Dr. H. E. Bemis became a member of 
the staff as assistant professor in 1908. 
When the division was organized on the 
departmental plan in 1912, he became the 
first head of the Department of Surgery. 
He held this position until 1927 when he 
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became Professor of Surgery at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania. 
He was succeeded by Dr. W. F. Guard, 
a graduate of Ohio State University, who 
entered the department as Assistant Pro-
fessor of Veterinary Surgery in 1913. Dr. 
Guard served until 1929 when he was 
called back to Ohio State as Professor of 
Surgery and Director of Clinics. Mean-
while, in 1927, Dr. W. A Aitken was trans-
ferred from the Department of Anatomy 
to the Department of Surgery. He re-
signed in 1931 to enter private practice at 
Merrill, Iowa. 
In 1929 Dean C. H . Stange was made 
acting head of the department and served 
until 1931 when Dr. G. R. Fowler as-
sumed these duties and in 1932 was ap-
pointed department head. 
The course in surgery is divided into 
three phases: classroom, laboratory, and 
clinic. In the laboratory, practice in actual 
surgery and the performance of specific 
operations are carried out in both large 
and small animals. An effort is made to 
teach correct surgical technic which can 
be applied to any species and any oper-
ation. The restraint and medication of 
domestic animals is also discussed and the 
student required to carryon these pro-
cedures until proficiency is gained. 
Students in the surgical clinic have an 
opportunity to observe the wide variety 
of cases which are brought in large 
numbers from the surrounding country 
and even adjacent states. They have an 
opportunity to observe and assist in the 
actual operations and also to perform a 
great deal of preoperative and postoper-
ative care. 
Dr. Fowler was born in Michigan. When 
13 years old, he moved to England where 
he lived for five years. He attended the 
University of Manchester for one year 
and then returned to the United States 
and attended the University of Missouri 
and the University of Idaho for one year. 
After graduating from Washington State 
College in 1925 with the degrees Doctor 
of Veterinary Medicine and Bachelor of 
Science, he joined the Washington State 
College staff with the title of Instructor 
in Anatomy and Surgery. 
In 1928, he accepted a position as 
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Assistant Professor of Anatomy at Iowa 
State College, and in 1929 transferred to 
the Department of Surgery. He was made 
head of this department in September, 
1932. 
Dr. Fowler is a member of the 
AV.M.A,. Phi Kappa Phi, Alpha Psi, Al-
pha Zeta and Phi Zeta. He also belongs 
to the Iowa State Veterinary Medical 
Association and is an honorary member of 
the Eastern Iowa Veterinary Medical As-
sociation. In 1941, he served as Secretary 
of the Section on Surgery and Obstetrics 
for the AV.M.A. and was a member of 
the Scientific Council. 
Dr. W. H. Chivers 
Dr. W. H . Chivers was born at St. 
Joseph, Missouri in 1892. He graduated 
from Central High School in St. Joseph 
and later served two years in the Marine 
Corps during World War I. 
Dr. Chivers received his Doctor of Vet-
erinary Medicine degree from Iowa State 
College in 1928 and went into general 
practice at Manson, Iowa, where he re-
mained for 10 years. He has been teach-
ing at Iowa State College for the past 13 
years, and is now Assistant Professor of 
Surgery. 
Iowa State College Veterinarian 
Dr. O. W. Whitcomb 
Dr. O. W. Whitcomb was born in St. 
Paul, Minnesota, and graduated from 
high school there in 1939. He took his 
pre-veterinary work at the University of 
Minnesota and then served three years 
in the Air Force during World War II. 
He received his Doctor of Veterinary 
Medicine degree from Iowa State in 1949 
and was appointed Instructor in 1949 and 
Assistant Professor in 1951. Dr. Whitcomb 
is now working on his Masters degree. 
GENERAL 
Dean 1. A. Merchant and Dr. H. D. 
Bergman attended the convention of the 
American Veterinary Medical Associa-
tion held in Atlantic City, N. J. June 23-
26. Dean Merchant spoke to the alumni 
at the Iowa State College Alumni Dinner 
held on June 25, which was attended by 
approximately 80 persons. 
Dean 1. A. Merchant spoke to the Coon 
Valley Veterinary Association in Storm 
Lake, Iowa, on September 10. His subject 
was "Relationships between the Practi-
tioner and the Veterinary College." 
Dean 1. A. Merchant attended the 
meeting of the Research and Develop-
ment Board in Washington, D. C. on 
October 1-3. 
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Dr. G. R. Fowler, Head of the Depart-
ment of Veterinary Surgery, attended the 
veterinary short course at Alabama 
Polytechnic Institute at Auburn, Ala. , 
June 4th, 5th and 6th and spoke on the 
subjects "Large Animal Surgery" and 
"Diagnosis of Lameness." He also visited 
the Veterinary Medicine School at Tus-
keegee Institute at Tuskeegee, Ala., and 
the new Veterinary Medicine School at 
the University of Georgia at Athens, Ga. 
Dr. Fowler spent a day at Lexington, Ky., 
visiting Dr. Davidson, Class of '36, and 
toured some horse farms with Dr. David-
son. 
Dr. G. R. Fowler recently attended the 
veterinary short course at the University 
of Missouri. He spoke on "Large Animal 
Surgery" and "Diseases of Beef Cattle," 
He visited the new Veterinary Medicine 
School at Stillwater, Okla., and the Vet-
erinary Medicine School at Kansas State 
College at Manhattan. 
Dean 1. A. Merchant and Dr. H. D. 
Bergman attended the 39th annual meet-
ing of the Eastern Iowa Veterinary Asso-
ciation held in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, Oct-
ober 9th and 10th. 
Dr. M. J. Johnson, Director of Clinics, 
spoke at the Southwest Iowa Veterinary 
Meeting on October 7th. He spoke on 
the subject "Diseases in Feedlot Cattle." 
Dr. Johnson will speak on this same sub-
ject at the Interstate Veterinary Meeting 
in Sioux City on October 31st. 
Dr. Margaret W. Sloss of the Depart-
ment of Pathology, presided at the Wo-
men's Veterinary Medical Association 
Meeting at Atlantic City as retiring presi-
dent. Newly elected president is Dr. M. 
Lois Calhoun '39, Head of the Department 
of Anatomy at Michigan State College. 
Dr. W. H. Chivers of the Department of 
Surgery and Dr. F. K. Ramsey of the 
Department of Pathology spoke on "Ero-
sive Stomatitis and Esophagitis", at the 
Veterinary Association Meetings held at 
Waterloo, September 9, and Clear Lake, 
October 14. 
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Dr. E. A Benbrook attended the annual 
convention of the AV.M.A at Atlantic 
City. While there, Dr. Benbrook at-
tended a meeting of the Executive Com-
mittee of the National Board of Medical 
Examiners and also a meeting of the 
Council of the American College of Vet-
erinary Pathologists. 
Dr. R. A Packer is the new head of 
the Department of Veterinary Hygiene. 
Dr. Packer fills the vacancy created by 
the appointment of Dr. 1. A. Merchant as 
Dean of the Division of Veterinary Medi-
cine. 
Dr. M. A. Emmerson spoke on "X-Ray 
Therapy of Some Small Animal Diseases," 
at the National AVMA Convention held 
at Atlantic City. 
Dr. L. Meyer Jones attended the Meet-
ing of American Society of Pharmacology 
and Experimental Therapeutics held at 
Madison, Wis., September 7-12. 
Dr. M. A Emmerson, Head of the De-
partment of Obstetrics, spoke at the com-
bined dinner meeting of the South-eastern 
Wisconsin Veterinary Association and 
Dane County Veterinary Association 
Meeting held at Madison, September 4. 
He presented papers on "Bovine Sterility" 
and "X-Ray Therapy of Some Cattle Dis-
eases." 
Dr. O. W. Whitcomb, of the Department 
of Surgery, spoke on "Lamenesses of the 
Horse," at the Ogden Saddle Club Meet-
ing at Ogden, Iowa, September 12. 
Dr. William P. Switzer, formerly of the 
Iowa Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory, 
on July 1, 1952 became a member of the 
Veterinary Research Institute staff. The 
major part of his time will be devoted 
to research on atrophic rhinitis and en-
teritis with Dr. A B. Hoerlein. 
Dr. A. B. Hoerlein, Veterinary Re-
search Institute, appeared on the program 
of the University of Illinois Veterinary 
Conference on October 23rd and 24th. 
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Dr. H. L. Faust, who retired July 1, 
1951 from administrative duties, recently 
moved to Tyler, Tex., where he is In-
spector in Charge at a federally super-
vised poultry processing plant. He has 
had previous experience in federal work 
and inspection, and this renews his ten-
ure. Dr. Faust will soon be eligible for 
federal retirement, and staff and students 
alike are certain he will contribute to 
the improvement of poultry inspection 
just as he has raised the standards of 
veterinary education in the fields of anat-
omy and histology throughout the years. 
His address is 1307 S. Houston, Tyler, 
Tex. 
Dr. R. J. Cowles has returned to private 
practice at Burlington, la., where he 
operates the Burlington Animal Hospital. 
Mr. John Bowne, member of the sen-
ior class who has been an assistant in 
the Department of Veterinary Anatomy 
for three years, is now an assistant in 
the instruction of first-year students in 
anatomy and histology. 
Dr. R. Getty, Head of the Department 
of Anatomy, recently published an "Atlas 
for Applied Veterinary Anatomy" 
specifically designed for the topographic 
study of the principal surgical, clinical, 
and obstetrical regions of the domestic 
animals. The atlas is being used in the 
senior course in applied anatomy, offered 
for the first time this year. 
Drs. Lester E. Fisher, '43, and C. D. 
Van Houweling, '42, appeared on the 
television show "Zoo Parade" on Oct. 19, 
1952. They demonstrated the methods em-
ployed in Garing for the health of the ani-
mals in the Lincoln Park Zoo, Chicago. 
Associated Serum Producers held their 
annual meeting in Ames, October 1st-3rd, 
1952. In addition to the regular delibera-
tions of the Producers, research work in 
progress at the Institute, under a contract 
with the association, was discussed. 
Iowa State College Veterinarian 
Dr. E. A. Benbrook, Head of the De-
partment of Veterinary Pathology, dem-
onstrated postmortem technique at a 
meeting of the North Dakota State Veter-
inary Medical Association at Fargo, N. D. 
on June 10. 
Dr. Larry E. Barnes joined the staff 
of the Department of Veterinary Hygiene 
on July 1. Dr. Barnes graduated from 
Iowa State in 1946 and has been in a 
mixed practice for the past five years at 
Crystal Lake, Ill. He is doing graduate 
work and holds the title of instructor. 
Dr. E. A. Hewitt, Head of the Depart-
ment of Veterinary Physiology, and Dr. 
H. E. Biester, Associate Director of the 
Veterinary Research Institute, attended 
the forma] dedication of the new four 
million dollar Medical Sciences Building 
at the Mayo Research Center. This build-
ing consists of seven floors of laboratories 
equipped with the most modern equip-
ment, making it one of the outstanding 
research buildings in this country. The 
building also contains a modern auditor-
ium named "Frank C. Mann Hall" in 
honor of Dr. Frank C. Mann, one of 
Rochester's distinguished scientists and 
for years head of the Research Institute. 
During the past number of years there 
have been several foreign veterinarians 
taking special work in the Division of 
Veterinary Medicine. This year three are 
enrolled for special studies. Dr. H. 
Echenagusia from Uruguay is taking spe-
cial work in obstetrics and artificial in-
semination under Dr. M. A. Emmerson. 
He will spend part of his time working 
with artificial insemination associations 
so as to become familiar with the details 
of this procedure. Dr. Poon Nitayasuti 
from Thailand is spending the year study-
ing surgery and clinical medicine under 
Dr. G. R. Fowler. Dr. Jen Hwang of 
Formosa will spend the Fall quarter 
studying clinical diagnostic procedures 
under Dr. M. J. Johnson, Director of the 
Stange Memorial Clinic, and Dr. P. C. 
Bennett, Supervisor of the Iowa Veter-
inary Diagnostic Laboratory. 
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Dr. Andrew Cotten, Texas A&M, '52, is 
now employed by the Iowa Diagnostic 
Laboratory and is working on his Mas-
ters Degree in Obstetrics. 
Dr. J. M. Tufts, Michigan State, '52, is 
now employed by the Iowa Diagnostic 
Laboratory. Dr. Tufts is a veteran of 
three years service in the Air Corps. 
Dr. S. G. Kenzy of the Veterinary Re-
search Institute attended the Conference 
of Collaborators on Lymphomatosis, held 
at the U. S. Regional Poultry Research 
Laboratory, East Lansing, Mich. 
Drs. H. E. Biester and L. H. Schwarte 
presented a paper, "The Hog Cholera 
Problem and Vaccination," in the section 
on practice at the A VMA meeting held in 
Atlantic City in June. 
Dr. L. H. Schwarte of the Veterinary 
Research Institute read a paper "Trans-
mission Experiments with Hog Cholera" 
in the Research section. 
Dr. Angel K. Gomez, Dean of the Col-
lege of Veterinary Medicine, University 
of the Philippines, Manila, visited the col-
lege on October 14-18. Dr. Gomez wished 
to study particularly the building facili-
ties of the Veterinary Division because 
they plan to add substantially to their 
buildings during the next few years. 
BIRTHS 
A daughter, Carol Jane, to Dr. and 
Mrs. E. C. Jensen, August 3, 1952. 
Dr. and Mrs. O. W. Whitcomb have a 
baby boy, Michael William, born October 
10th at Mary Greeley Hospital in Ames. 
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Dougherty have 
a baby girl, Eileen, born June 8th at Mary 
Greeley Hospital in Ames. 
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